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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



5. That we most heartily approve of the aim of the 
American Peace Society, and its work, and of all kindred 
societies, and assure them of our earnest and active co- 
operation, in every practical way, persuaded of the 
ultimate success of the great cause of peace and arbitra- 
tion. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Milak, Italy, Dec. 22, 1892. 
Mi Dear Friend : 

When, returning from the Congress at Berne, we met on 
the large bridge at Geneva, I promised, as we said good- 
by to meet at Chicago, to send you for your journal some 
correspondence concerning the Peace movement in Italy. 
I will now attempt to fulfil my promise. 

The papers will already have given you the result of 
our late general election. Notwithstanding the manifesto 
which the Italian Peace Societies, under the lead of the 
Lombard Union, sent out to the electors to incite them to 
vote for men favorable to our cause, the country did not 
to any great extent respond to our appeal. There is no 
gain but rather loss in the Parliament so far as regards 
our cause. Among those defeated in the electoral strug- 
gle and not returned to the present Parliament ought to 
be mentioned the Honorable Mr. Bonghi, ex-Minister of 
Public Instruction, a member of many Parliaments, and 
President of the Peace Committee of Rome, where with so 
much sagacity he presided over the third Peace Congress 
in November of last year. 

Through a feeling of delicacy Mr. Bonghi thought that it 
was his duty to resign the presidency of the Roman Com- 
mittee ; but the latter in its session of the 16th inst., de- 
clined unanimously to accept his resignation and proposed 
to call a general meeting of the members during the com- 
ing January. 

In the same session, the Roman Committee decided, in 
conformity with the resolution of the Berne Congress, to 
name a large national committee to secure in all the Ital- 
ian provinces numerous signatures to the universal petition 
in favor of peace and arbitration. 

The Lombard Union of Milan, the most active of all 
our associations, holds its regular meetings every week at 
its permanent office (6 Via S. Raffaele) and does not let 
pass any occasion for raising its voice in protest against 
the enormous military expenses and the state of " armed 
peace" which is the economic ruin of Italy. 

I was recently congratulating the Danish Parliament on 
account of the motion introduced by Mr. Bajer and others 
of his colleagues for the establishment of permanent treat- 
ies of arbitration, thereby inviting the other legislative 
assemblies of Europe to follow its example. I have just 
received with pleasure notice that the Roumanian Chamber 
of Deputies, in its session of the 17th of December, on 
motion of our friend Ciuflea, declared the urgent necessity 
of adherence to the resolutions of the Berne Congress con- 
cerning treaties of arbitration as the norm of the new 
public law of Europe. 

It is expected also that a similar proposition will soon 
be passed in the Italian Chamber. It would certainly be 
deplorable if our Parliament, which has so many noble 
traditions in connection with Mancini and the Selopis, 
should lag behind other legislative bodies which have 



already formally declared their attachment to the resolu- 
tion passed by the Interparliamentary Conference at 
Berne.* 

We ought all to desire and to so act that before the 
Congress at Chicago solemn sanction may be given by the 
parliaments and governments of Europe to the principle 
of arbitration as was done by you Americans in your 
memorable Treaty of Washington of the 17th of April, 
1890. 

Perhaps improvements may be introduced among the 
States of Europe ; and it is to this object that the parlia- 
mentary committees, constituted in different countries, 
ought to devote themselves. They ought to establish 
among themselves continued relations and an exchange of 
ideas in behalf of an international legislation based upon 
arbitration as the recognized universal norm of the public 
law of nations. 

A. Mazzoleni. 

*Resolution passed at Berne. 

"Whereas, The United States of America has proposed to the 
different governments of civilized countries which should be will- 
ing to euter into them, the establishment of treaties of arbitration; 

Whereas, Treaties of arbitration seem to be one of the most 
efficient means of maintaining peace between the different nations 
of the world ; 

The Fourth Interparliamentary Conference resolves : That the 
members of each of the parliaments represented in the Conference 
are invited to lay before the assemblies of which they are members 
a proposition having in view the acceptance by their respective 
governments of the proposal of the United States relative to the 
establishment between it and other nations so wishing of general 
treaties of arbitration. 



Oskaloosa, Iowa, Dec. 13, 1892. 
Mr Dear Dr. Trueblood : 

Twice has Prof. Van Steenderen given a nice chapel 
talk to the students on the subject of war. His experi- 
ence with the war systems of Europe makes him feel 
intensely on this subject. This morning he introduced to 
the students in chapel the paper to which my name is 
signed, and every student, more than two hundred being- 
present, held up his hand in favor of peace. 

It is especially influential for one who has tasted of the 
bitter fruit of war to come out boldly as a champion of 
peace. 

Our students will go out deeply impressed with the 
vast importance of this subject. 

Penn College desires to record herself on the roll with 
those who are disposed to be aggressive in hastening the 
day of peace and good will. We wish to extend to you 
a sympathetic hand and a God-speed in your important 
field of work. Most truly, 

A. ROSENBERGER. 



_ Oskaloosa, Iowa, Dec. 13, 1892. 

Dear Friend : 

A few words to explain the enclosed. A copy of the 
Advocate of Peace has been lying on my table these 
five or six weeks, or longer perhaps ; but the new experi- 
ences, emotions and the like, of fathership, crowded out 
of my doings a good many things, such as an act like the 
present. Having myself been surrounded all my life by 
militarism and having personally felt its unjust conse- 
quences, I felt stirred by the doings of the International 
Congress at Berne to an enthusiastic effort to help the 
cause of Peace even the little that I was able to do. 

Would that a movement might be brought about in the 
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colleges and universities of the United States, such as was 
brought about in Penn College this morning. I read 
from the above mentioned copy of the Advocate parts of 
the address of the President of the Congress and interlaced 
some remarks of my own. The students all seemed to 
be thoroughly waked up to the matter and when I called 
upon them to raise their hands as a sign of adhesion, all 
responded. Yours repectfully, 

F. C. L. Van Steenderen. 



Oskaloosa, Iowa, Dec. 12, 1892. 
To The American Peace Societt, Boston, Mass. : 

The students and faculty of Penn College, in their 
chapel session of Dec. 12, 1892, unanimously desire to 
send to the American Peace Society a vote of heartfelt 
adhesion to the cause of " Peace on earth." 

It is their earnest hope that this cause may soon be 
cherished by our whole nation as well as by all other 
nations, and that the realization of its principles is near 
at hand. 

Please accept this vote as a tribute of sympathy and 
respect to the efforts put forth by the different Peace 
Societies in general and the American Peace Society in 
particular. 

For the students and faculty of Penn College. 

A. Rosenberger, 

President Penn College. 



Wapamieka, Ind. Ter., Dec. 17, 1892. 

Dear Sir and Brother : 

After several weeks of absence from home in my ex- 
tensive mission work I find in one of my Church papers, 
The Central Presbyterian, of Richmond, Va., your article 
concerning Peace Sunday. I had not seen it before. But 
for years I have felt a deep interest in everything that 
would aid in settling international difficulties by peaceful 
methods. Surely at this day " Wars should cease," and 
Christians in all lands ought to seek to settle and have 
their governments settle all disputes according to the 
Golden Rule— :>e spirit of the Gospel — which is peace, 
good-will to mou. I purpose hereafter to observe Peace 
Sunday. Yours in Christ, 

Rev. J. J. Read. 



Continued from page 9. 



has to give its decision in the face of the world after open 
discussion, is more likely to secure it than contending 
armies. 

To advance justice rather than war, disrespectful lan- 
guage of other nations should be avoided, and we should 
try to understand their feelings, difficulties and tempta- 
tions : the nations should not, in the language of Penn's 
treaty with the Indians, believe evil reports of one another. 
The enforcement of such duties becomes more important 
as popular power increases ; and at the same time the in- 
crease of popular power brings fresh hope. Nations are 
not only generous, but also in great crises they respond to 
the claim of justice if the facts are set out clearly. I can 
never forget the attitude of the masses of Englishmen dur- 
ing the suspense in the affair of the Trent ; and when it 
was decided, every one, then, must have thanked God 



that He had still kept the heart of the people whole, in 
simple devotion to right. The position of England among 
the nations imposes upon us a peculiar responsibility in 
regard to the problem of Peace. Our national freedom, 
gained through an uninterrupted period of self-develop- 
ment, demands some corresponding service. Our immu- 
nity from the ambitions of Continental Powers enables us 
to judge fairly, and (is it too much to hope?) to plead 
effectually. The greatness of a nation is measured not 
by its material triumphs, but by the fulfilment of its office 
for humanity. The office of England is, if I interpret our 
history rightly, the harmonizing of classes and of peoples. 
The result will be secured slowly. I think the Clergy will 
do well, if on some stated day — may I name the Sunday 
before Christmas ? — they combine to turn the thoughts of 
the people to this largest earthly hope of Peace and good- 
will, and lead them to offer to Him, with one heart and 
soul and voice, the familiar supplication that He would 
be pleased to "give to all nations unity, peace and con- 
cord." The brotherhood of man, of classes, of nations : 
humanity fitly framed together by the ministry of every 
part, for the realization and enjoyment of one harmonious 
life : the prevailing power of devotion to a common cause : 
do the phrases seem visionary and impractical? If I am 
a Christian, I must hold that God wills for men the high- 
est which we can imagine. At present we are beginning 
to recognize the influence of great ideals. These are, in 
a true sense, prophecies. The Christian ideal is unique 
in scope and power. It provides for developing and 
harmonizing all the elements of life and all life. It offers 
to us the highest which we can conceive for man in his 
whole nature, and for man in the widest range. It cor- 
responds with our loftiest hopes. 
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BISMARCK ON BLOATED ARMAMENTS. 

Since the dismissal of Prince Bismarck from the Ger- 
man Premiership, he has repeatedly indulged in very 
outspoken criticisms upon the policy adopted by his suc- 
cessor, M. Caprivi, and his master the young Emperor. 
One of the recent comments elicited from the ex-Chan- 
cellor related to the new German Military Bill for in- 
creasing the army and its cost. 

As if the hitherto existing peace army of 485,000 men 
was not a sufficient burden for Germany, it is wished by 
the Government to raise nearly an additional hundred 
thousand soldiers, making a total of 575,000 for the 
" peace effective," because the Russian peace effective is 
987,000, and that of France is 519,000. The total war 
strength will then be 4,550,000 for Russia, 4,050,000 for 
France, and 4,400,000 for Germany. This new propo- 
sal, on the part of Germany, will call upon every able- 
bodied man in the Empire to undergo at least two years' 
military training, and to hold himself liable to be re-called 
to the army at any time for twenty-four years afterwards. 
Germany has, in little more than twenty years, expended 
six hundred million pounds sterling upon her army, or 
about thirty millions annually. And it is intended to in- 
crease this enormous outlay by an additional yearly impost 
of three and a quarter million pounds. 

Even Prince Bismarck, who has done so much to pro- 
mote the extension of the Germau military system, now 



